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Principals Report P & C
February 2018 
It has been a positive and smooth start to the year with most teachers commenting how quickly students have settled and are developing new relationships. As of Friday we have 910 students. We have 63 new students in P-6 and 93 new Kindys. This represents 76 new families into the school. 36 of these families are first time Kindy families.
Staffing
· We welcomed Tyrene  Gleeson, Rebecca Johns, Chantelle White, Leanne Blacker and Ailsa Early as new staff to the school.

· We welcomed back Sarah Birtwistle, Jaymi Evans, Julie Beardsworth
· We have 2 uni students completing their final pracs. Steven Sloan (current parent), Ryan Nurse (former parent)
· This year the P/1 students will have ICT as a specialist subject, with classroom teachers in P/1 taking on the visual art responsibilities.

· Over the next few weeks as the classes develop their routines, we will be releasing staff as part of our induction processes and also releasing staff to drive the strategies in our operational plans.
· A lot of our staff were in the school over the holidays setting up their rooms an planning with colleagues.
School Programs
· We have renamed our transportables to reflect the number we have.

· Our parent meeting commenced today.

· Our staff are focusing on Inclusion as part of the Tribes trail and ensuring students are given a voice and are acknowledged.

· Very positive and productive school development days in January. We looked at Department and school priorities and shared our operation plans.
· Our SAKG program commenced today

· Breakfast Club returns this Friday
· Student voting for captains this Friday

· Dance program will return in Terms 2,3,4

· With our grassed area established, all our P/1 students now play in the EC area

· The electronic reports at the end of the year were seen as very successful from a school perspective with only minimal emails bouncing back.
· During the holidays we had our shade shelters rubbed back sealed and painted (senior playground and Kiss & Drive), area around P/1 sand pits leveled, replaced pump in aquaponics set up and introduced new fish, applied non slip surfaces to science room verandahs plus additional paving.
· This year we are offering the opportunity to our Yr 6 students to bring their own Ipads to school to support their learning. Those who choose not to bring one will have access to our school Ipads but will have to share. We aim to offer this to our Yr 4/5 students during Term 2.

· The school has a commassionate friends account which we use to support students and families at times of need. WE are not allowed to use school money for this fund and have previously relied on donations. The staff are committed to raising funds through staff raffles and I would like to propose we use $500 of the $20k donation the P & C generously provide each year. 

Appreciations

Congratulations to Stacey and the P & C for the highly successful Teachers Market which was held during the holidays.

Congratulations to Pottsy and her uniform helpers for the smooth process of getting so many uniforms out to start the year.

While we need more Kiss and Drive volunteers, we are very thankful to Samantha Gill who has taken a lead role and is volunteering each afternoon. 

Dates For The Diary
13th February - P&C Meeting 7pm
2nd March - Welcome Morning Tea - New Families 
5th March - Labour Day Public Holiday
6th March - Twilight Swimming Carnival 
23rd March - Growing Together Day and Happy Walk (P-6)
